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[Abstract:] The law requiring advertisement for proposals to furnish Mint supplies... 27 


Treasury Department, 

Office of the Director of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C., 

January 6, 1881 


Sir; 


Your communication of the 3d instant, has been received, and given the consideration the 
importance of the subject demands. 


It is doubtless true that in many cases, and in the purchase of certain articles, no saving 
will result to the Government by procuring supplies for the Mints upon advertisement and public 
bids. But as the law imperatively directs purchases to be made in this manner when the public 
exigencies do not require the immediate delivery of the articles, there is no discretion left to 
executive officers, whose duty it is to administer, and obey and not to make the laws; and 
compliance with the statutory requirements is indispensable. 


If the lowest bids are unreasonable, or it appears to be for the interest of the Government 
not to accept, I think all the bids for such articles should be rejected, - especially if the articles 
can be bought from time to time in the open market at a lower price. 


I have informally presented your letter to the Secretary, and will send him officially a 
copy to submit if he thinks proper, to Congress with any suggestions he may deem advisable in 
reference to a change in the law. 


I am Sir, very respectfully, 
Horatio C. Burchard 
Director. 


